KALIFORNSKI 


NEWSLETTER OF THE SLAVIC-AMERICAN CULTURAL ORGANIZATION, INC. 

P.O. Box 226, Watsonville, California 95077 

(A NON-PROFIT, NON-RELIGIOUS, & NON-POLITICAL ORGANIZATION) 


No. 159 JUNE-JULY 1996 


EDITORS: Dale Skillicom and Janet (Pelich) Justus-Skillicom 

Contact at Rapid Offset Printing, 22 East Lake Avenue, Watsonville, California 95076 


(408)724-2900 




☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 



HHPPY 
4TH DF JULY 


☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 

☆ 


















SOCIAL 

COMMITTFF 

TOM MARINOVICH 
(408) 730-8600 

ANTON MARINOVICH 
(415) 967-1666 

B. JOHN TALIA 
(408) 984-0106 

MICHAEL J. TALIA 
(408) 732-8769 

PETE BILSICH 
(408) 270-7383 

TONY KRALJEVICH 
(408) 266-0114 

dennis McDowell 

(408) 984-6655 

PAUL ARNERICH 
(408)354-2311 


SLAVONIAN - AMERICAN 
BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 


OF SAN JOSE 


ORGANIZED APRIL 4, 1894, 

INCORPORATED FEBRUARY 20, 1895 

102nd ANNIVERSARY 
FUN DAY PICNIC 

NAPREDAK HALL 

770 MONTAGUE EXPRESSWAY, SAN JOSE, CA 
SUNDAY, JUNE 23, 1996 

MENU: BARBECUE RACK OF LAMB DELUXE OR CHICKEN 
TOSSED GREEN SALAD, MACARONI, BREAD, WINE 
FREE SODA'S FOR THE CHILDREN 

ENTERTAINMENT - LIVE MUSIC (RAFFLE) 

TICKETS: $15.00 ADULTS (FOR BARBECUE LAMB & DANCE) 

$ 7.50 ADULTS (FOR BARBECUE CHICKEN & DANCE) 
$ 7.00 CHILDREN UNDER 16 

PARK OPENS AT 11:00 A.M. 

DINNER: 12:30 NOON - 2:30 P.M. - DANCING: 1:30 P.M. - 5:30 P.M. 


THE SOCIAL COMMITTEE PROMISES YOU A GOOD TIME! 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CALL TOM MARINOVICH (408) 730-8600 

(EVENINGS ONLY) 

SVI DOBRO NAM DOSLI 

"COME TO THE BEST BARBECUE OF "1996" 

AND PLEASE TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT THIS EVENT 


PLEASE RETURN THIS RESERVATION FORM IMMEDIATELY! 


NAME _ __ NO. OF BBQ LAMB _ 

ADDRESS ___ NO. OF 8BQ CHICKEN _ 

CITY ___ STATE _ ZIP _ TOTAL NO. ATTENDING 


MAIL THIS FORM TO: TOM MARINOVICH, 992-1 BELMONT TERRACE, SUNNYVALE, CA 94086. DO IT NOW! 










































loipourn 

by Babe Brautovich Hill 


WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

Gerald L. and Virginia E. Mraz 
of Salinas 


Helllooo out there. It's been a long time 
since you heard from me, but I'm here and 
still going ... I guess the last dinner we 
had was Lena Derpich's Lamb and Mac. 
Everyone that I spoke to thought it was 
really great. Many thanks, Lena ... How 
about the decorations???? Great, huh? 
Thanks to Jo Puhera, Ann Cernokus and 
Mary Burdick ... How about that new face 
behind the bar? None other than Steve 
(Marcus Welby) Zupan ... Raffle by Betty 
Jones, and last but not least the music by 
the DVA ZZ's, that is Steve Zalac and 
George Zadravec. Mt thanks to all... A 
few names in passing: Romovich, Siqurnic, 
Matulich, Smaljon, Selac, Borovac, Scurich, 
Mraz, Davis, Patrone, Gizdich, Deretich, 
Zanki, Vranjes, Franusich, Lukrich, Knego, 
Vukich, Franich, Torovac, Radin, Heebner, 
Bilicich, Peterson, Resetar, Liponovich, 
Papac, Brown, Meyers, Basor, Basich, 
Morersco ... I'm sure I've left out many, 
but I have this problem. I can t remember 
what you call it but it is bad ... I think 
Gig Franusich won the 50/50 raffle (just 
a nod of your head, Gig, OK?)... Now 
about the July Bar-B-Q. It's going to be 
great. Be sure and be there. The music 
alone will be worth the trip. The Mike 
Donlagic Trio will be here from Palm 
Desert. There will be Mike on accordian; 
Jovani, violin; Richard, guitar. I spoke 
to him a few times. You will love him. 

See you in July ... Toodleooo ... 


THANK YOU! 


Mary Burdick 
Ann Cernokus 
Franny Colendich 
Lucille Deretich 
Babe Hill 
Betty Jones 
Mary Lipanovich 
Nina Matulich 
Lucy Selak 


Ann Miljas 
Naida Nicholas 
Mary Ann Scurich 
Jennie Smoljan 
Ann Gizdich 
Jacqueline Zadravac 
Slavica Zalac 
June Zupan 


for the delicious cakes served 
at the lamb dinner April 21st. 


Bring a Cake to 
the AnnuaJ BBQ 

or Bring a Prize 





























J^kMORLAM 


Mary Klobucar Lukrich 
April 20. 1996 - 91 years 
In Watsonville 

Paul Arnerich 
June 1, 1996 - 83 years 
In San Francisco 


Our Condolences to 
the families of 
Mary Lukrich 
and Paul Arnerich 
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John Basor 
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Payless Carpets 

woiuvmi TRAViL 


Airlines / Tours / Cruises / Trains /Hotel S Car Reservations 



<^g=g=^. 



Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. J^pE-^L 


r^MJZ~y 

Saturday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 



( 


1010 Freedom Boulevard 

948 E. Lake Ave. _.,. 

“East Lake Village” >? 5 —~~ x:£ ^ 

Watsonville, CA 95076 


Watsonville, CA 95076 

Phone:(408) 722-7199 

(408) 728-7766 


FAX: (408) 722-7204 

Prijevodi, pisanje i ovjere dokumenta, garaneije, itd. 


Andy and Pat Gulermovich, owners 


































SLAVIC-AMERICAN 
CULTURAL ORGANIZATION INC. 
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Maya Balenovic 

(One of the five young students from 
Croatia & Bosnia we helped last year.) 
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The most spectacular is the Review of 
Authentic Folklore of Slavonia and Baranja ( a 
fertile region of northern Croatia) A procession 
of two to three thousand men and women, 
dressed in colourlul national costumes passes 
through the town. These are the members of 
more than fifty village folksong and dance 
societies, making their way to the stadium where 
they will begin one of the largest and finest 
Yugoslav folklore festivals It is ol exceptional 
interest in that it presents the authentic dress 
songs, dances and customs of these regions A 
particular attraction in the procession is the 
decorated peasant carts drawn by lippizaner 
horses 

The autumn festivities include other concerts 
of various kinds, exhibitions, youth performances 
traditional ceremonies 

Another important event at this time is the 
start ol apple picking at Bormci. the largest 
orchard ol its kind in Europe 

Built on the site of the Roman Colonia 
Aurelia Cibufae. .Vinkovci is mentioned in 
medieval records, the earliest from the I3 ,h 
century A visit to the Municipal Museum will 
throw light on its past history Today, this is an 
important economic centre, noted also lor 
tourism (in private homes) in the surrounding 
villages. 

Situated 24 km trom 2upanja. which is on 
the Belgrade-Zagreb highway; 140 km Irom 
Belgrade; 245 km from Zagreb; 55 km from 
Osijek 

THE LJUBICEVO HORSE SHOW 

The town Of Poiarevac lies 74 km east of 
Belgrade, in a fertile valley between the rivers 
Morava. Mlava and Danube. It was first mentioned 
m records in 1476. but there are classical 




bolklore and BY GOJKO JOKld 

Chivalrous Traditions 


Authentic folk traditions are the source of 
many colourful events ol various kinds which are 
held every year in various parts ol Yugoslavia. 

But however much they may differ, they have one 
thing in common — the desire to preserve from 
oblivion the ancient values created and cherished 
by the people Some ol these events have grown 
into large gatherings with numerous participants 
and visitors. 

The MoreSka sword dance on the island of 
KorCula. the Vinkovci autumn festivities, the Alka 
tournament held in Smj, and’the Ljubiievo horse 
show are four such attractions we shall describe 
in greater detail A list is also given of others that 
are of interest to tourists 

THE M0RE$KA 

For more than four centuries the exciting 
MoreSka sword dance has been performed on the 
island of Kordula, one of the loveliest on the 
Adriatic Its name (Moorish dance) indicates that 
it orginates from the time when the islanders 
were plagued by Algerian pirates. The dance, in 
fact, celebrates a victory over them in 1571. at 
the same lime symbolizing the struggle of Good 
and Evil. The Red and Black Kings and their 
followers light a battle with swords since the 
Black King has made oil with the Red King’s 
betrothed Good, ol course, triumphs in (he end 
The mime dance, accompanied by the recitation 
of old folk poetry, is a display of seven different 
swordsmanship figures calling for increasing 
degrees of skill. 

Similar dances were once performed all along 
the shores of the Mediterranean, but today the 
MoreSka is the only one to have preserved its 
authentic form During the tourist season, the 
local people give several performances ol it. 

The town ol Korfiula on the island of the 
same name (called Korkyra Melaina by the Greeks 
when they settled on it in the 5 ,h century BC) is a 
wonderfully preserved urban and architectural 
entity. It has many medieval buildings — the city 
walls and bastions (I3 ,h century), the Prince's 
Palace (14 ,h century), the Cathedral (15 ,h and l6 m 
century) and the reputed house of Marco Polo, to 
mention only the most notable. 

Kordula is reached from Dubrovnik (119 km 
away) via the PefjSac Peninsula and the Orebid- 
-Kordula ferry, and from Split by boat. 


THE ALKA TOURNAMENT OF SINJ 

Sinj. a small town in the region called 
Cetinska Krajina. 34 km from Split, is the setting 
of a spectacular tournament in the first week of 
August every year In 1978. the tournament will 
be held (or the 263 ,d time 

Known as the Sinjska Alka (alka means ring, 
and alkar is the name given to competitors), this 
is an exciting test of horsemanship and 
coordination: the mounted competitors gallop at 
full speed toward a suspended ring {alka) and try 
to pierce the centre section with a lance, to earn 
the maximum points. The contestants wear 
impressive uniforms, and the contest is preceded 
and followed by a long-established and lengthy 
ritual, the master of ceremonies being the 
vojvoda (military leader). 

It is considered an honour to be an alkar and 
earns a man high respect in Cetinska krajina. 

Each alkar has his squire, dressed in beautiful 
traditional costume. In fact, the weapons, uniforms 
and costumes on display here are all worthy of a 
place in a museum Nowadays the winner of the 
tournament receives a silver shield presented by 
President Tito, wihich he keeps till the following 
year 

The men of Smj hold this tournament to 
celebrate their victory over a Turkish army in 
August 1715 Ouring the Venetian-Turkish war of 
1714—1718. strong Turkish forces penetrated into 
Dalmatia and laid siege to Sin|. They met with 
more than they bargained for, however, and ever 
since the captured saddle of the Turkish 
commander. Mehmed Pasha, has been carried in 
the procession before the tournament that 
commemorates his defeat. 

Sinj, first mentioned in records by its present 
name in 1402. was a settlement back in Roman 
times. Evidence of its long history can be tound 
in the Municipal Museum, which has some 
valuable exhibits 

AUTUMN IN VINKOVCI 

The Slavonian town of Vinkovci becomes a 
big stage every September at the time ol the 
annual autumn festivities known as Vinkovaike 
jeseni. Lasting fifteen days, they comprise twenty 
or so events with about live thousand participants 
(not counting spectators, ot course). - * 
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SACO' J 

ANNUAL BAR-8-6 

Corralitos Community Center 
— Padres Park — 

SUNDAY, JULY 7th. 


Starts at 11a.m., Music starts at lp.m 
Dinner at 1:30p.m. 


Barbeque, pasta, salad, bread 
dessert and coffee 


MUSIC BY 


$10- Tickets at the Door 
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remains in the vicinity testifying to a longer 
history of settlement on this site. One of its 
claims to fame is that Peace ol Poiarevac was 
signed here on July 21, 1718, ending the war 
fought by Austria and Venice against the Ottoman 
Empire. 

Each September Poiarevac and the village of 
ljubidevo (6 Km. away) are visited by many 
horse-lovers, come to see the Ljubidevo horse 
show. This is an area with a long tradition in 
horse breeding. Ljubidevo has had a stud since 
1853. when the then ruler of Serbia, Prince MiloS 
Obrenovid. presented an estate for this purpose. 
The first Riders' Club was founded in Poiarevac 
in 1092 Today the town has a flourishing Society 
lor the Promotion of Horse Breeding and 
Equestrian Sports (named after the national hero 
Veljko DugoSevid) It includes an dlite group of 
stunt riders, about fifty in all. who have appeared 
in numerous films. 

The ljubidevo show keeps alive the former 
equestrian fame of the Pomoravlje and Stig 
regions The most attractive event is the 
pentathlon contest- hitting a target with a mace 
an arrow and a lance while on horseback, 
chopping with a sabre at full gallop, and 
messenger riding. Flat and trotting races are also 
held, as well as exhibitions by the stunt riders. The 
whole show has its own^ceremonial. and the 
riders wear attractive 19" century uniforms 

The Sin) Aika is an equestrian tournament 
held every year at the beginning of August 
m the small town of Smj near Split 

The Moreika traditional dance is performed 
several times in July and August on the 
island of Korduta 

I The Vinkovci Autumn Folklore Festival is 
held in the beginning of September every 
year in the region of Slavonia (Croatia) 

The Equestrian Games at Ljubidevo near 
Poiarevac (Serbia) is an international event 
in which horses from Yugoslav and foreign 
studs take part every year 









Watsonville High School 


WILDCATZ 


Nancy A. Billcich, Ed. D. 
Principal 


250 East Beach Street 
(408)728-6389 


Watsonville. California 95076 
FAX (408)761-6013 


Slavic American Cultural Organization 
P.O. Box 226 
Watsonville, CA 95076 


April 22, 1996 

On behalf of Watsonville High School, I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your generous donation of $100.00 to assist with the internet and 
computer connection at Watsonville High School. The students of Watsonville 
High School will greatly benefit from the use of computer technology and your 
generous donation will help us to continue in this manner. 

W e would like to extend an invitation to you to visit Watsonville High School, to 
visit our computer labs on the campus, and observe many other programs offered to 
our students. Please let us know when it is convenient for you to visit and we will 
be happy to arrange a tour of our campus. 

It is only through such help and generosity by community organizations like yours, 
that our school can hope to provide realistic training for students to become 
successful. Once again, thank you for your contribution. 


Sincerely 



Nancy A. Bilicich, Ed. D. 
Principal 


NB/md 







Fragment of 17th-century cross. 



MONASTERY 
MUSEUM 
ON 
BRAG 


BY DRAGOSLAV 
KAtlC 


Venetian coins (1420 — 1497) from the 
Numismatic Collection of the museum 

Interior of the museum. Greek and Roman 
amphorae and pottery found m the vicinity 
of the island of Brad 




I 








r 

|S* 1 






Bol. a small town on the south-western 
pari of the Dalmatian island of Brae, is 
extremely tourist conscious. The 
enterprising townspeople, commune and 
Zlatni rat hotel enterprise have now been 
joined in their efforts by the Dominican 
monastery, whose museum with several fine 
collections was opened on the occasion of 
its five-hundredth anniversary celebrations 
Madonna and Child, a beautiful painting 
attributed to Jacopo Tintoretto, is a 
highlight o‘ the exibition 


The Dominican monastery at Bol was 
founded in 1475 at the initiative of 
Dominican Inar Domimk Prodic It stanas 
on the headland of Glavica. in what is 
generally considered one of the loveliest 
parts of the island. During the five 
centuries of its existence, the monastery 
acquired a large number of objects of great 
historic and artistic value, documents, 
books. Qtc These have been exhibited 
smea 1967. when a museum was first 
opened here. 


Faustina A — a Roman coin from the 
museum's numismatic collection. 





(Story continued pg 11.) 
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JOIN US TODAY 

SACO was established in 1979 as a non-profit club 
without political or religious lies for the sole purpose 
of bringing together interested persons to make known 
and to preserve our Slavic heritage. 

A year-round series of programs and events has 
proven an enjoyable way for SACO to provide its 
focus on Slavic heritage. Such activities include 
picnics, lectures and slide presentations on our 
historic culture, plus potluck and sitdown dinners. 
We also publish a bi-monthly newsletter, THE 
KAL1FORNSK1, full of interesting articles, 
recipes, and news of our area's Slavic community. 


Our meetings may include a potluck, special dinner, 
films, dancing, and raffles, plus we hold an annual 
July barbeque. 
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ATTENTION: 


THE KALJFORNSK1 is your publication. If there is 
anything in particular that you would like to sec in 
any future issues, please don't hesitate to contact us. 
If you have any subjects relating to Slavic heritage or 
about Slavs, here or abroad, that you would like to 
share or sec published in this newsletter, please let us 
know. We would appreciate your input in publishing 
this newsletter each month. If you have any questions 
or suggestions, please contact us: 

Dale Skillicom and 
Janet (Pelich) Juslus-Skillicom 
do Rapid Offset Printing 
22 East Lake Avenue 
Watsonville, CA 95076 
(408) 724-2900 

SUGGESTED TOPICS: 


Won't you accept our invitation to join us? We're sure 
you'll soon find SACO to be one of your favorite 
clubs. 


Our dues are as follows: 

Single membership . $12 

Family membership . $18 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name:__Birth date:_ 

Husband:___ _ 

Wife: __ _ 

Address:___ 

Phone number___ 

Interests:__ 


Slavic Background: 


1. Trips by SACO members 

2. Visitors from the Old Country 

3. Newspaper or magazine articles about 
Slavs, local or abroad 

4. Weddings, anniversaries, graduations, 
birth announcements, or special 
celebrations by SACO members 

5. Civic or cultural contributions by 
Slavs 

6. Slavic recipes 

7. Slavic songs, poetry or stories 

8. Special family traditions for holidays, 
etc. 

9. Slavic stories for children 

10. Anything you think might be of 
interest to SACO members 

NEW DEADLINE 

A new DEADLINE has been set for the 10th of the 
month prior to publication. Issues will be published 
for April/May, June/July, August/September, Octo¬ 
ber/November, December/January and February/ 
March. If I don't have the information in time, I will 
not be able to publish it until the next issue. 





















On the occasion of its five-hundredth 
anniversary in 1975, the monastery adapted 
new premises for the museum and 
presented the exhibits in a different 
arrangement. Architect Zarko Turketo 
carried out the necessary adaptations and 
designed a highly functional exhibition 
space with many architectural features 
charecteristic of the Mediterranean region. 

The museum collection is very rich and 
varied with regard to both the number of 
exhibits and their historical and aesthetic 
value. There are parchment scrolls 
pertaining to the history of the convent and 
Central Dalmatian region, rare incunabula 
and other fine specimens from the convent 
library, a numismatic collection, a 
collection of silver religious objects, wood 
carvings, and an impressive art collection 
The archeological findings from the 
Kopacina Cave near Donji Humac with 
prehistoric artefacts, is also accommodated 
m the museum, as are many fine Greek 
and Roman amphorae, various items of 
marine equipment and pottery salvaged 
from the sea. 

A large canvas from the studio of 
Jacopo Tintoretto dating from 1563 is 
undoubtedly the most important exhibit. 

This altarpiece of the Madonna and 
Child surrounded by saints and angels 
formerly hung above the altar in the church 
and was moved to the museum after its 
establishment. 

Complete documentation about its 
origins is available. It is stated in a ledger 
in the monastery archives that the sum ol 
764 Venetian liras was paid to the artist for 
the picture. There is also a detailed 
account of the travel expenses of the friars 
who brought the picture from Venice to 
Bol. 

The painting has all the characteristic 
features of Tintoretto's art, sumptous warm 
colouring, bold brushwork, and masterly 
portraiture in the representation of the 
saints. The stereotyped composition was 
dictated by the conventions of religious art 
of that time. 

In the opinion of several distinguished 
art historians and critics.only certain parts 
of the painting — the portraits — were 
done by Tintoretto himself, while the 
remainder was painted by his pupils. This 
is how many pictures were painted at the 
time, so that, apart from a few well-known 
exceptions, it is very hard to state 
categorically that a painting by some 
famous artist of the period is exclusively 
his own work. 

The paintings by Tripo Kokolja from the 
Bay of Kotor are also among the most 
beautiful and valuable in the collection 
(1661—1773). These are not in the museum 
but in the church. 


The museum also includes a valuable 
numismatic collection of about 6,000 coins 
collected by Father Angelo Bojanic (1828— 
1889). 

The collection includes specimens of 
Illyrian, Greek, Roman, Byzantine. Croat- 
Hungarian, Venetian, Turkish and Austrian 
money. The majority of the coins were 
found on Brad, thus testifying to the lively 


economic and political contacts and 
exchanges maintained by the island 
throughout its long and eventful history. 

To the visitor looking for more than just 
sun and sea, the Dominican Monastery 
Museum affords interesting insights into 
the history and civilisation of this region. 






OFFICERS 


CALENDAR 


President. 

RON HILL. 724-128-4 

Vice President. 

BETTY GLAVINIC JONES ... 722-9324 

Recording Secretary. 

JACQUELINE ZADRAVEC ... 685-9013 

Financial/ 

Correspon ding Secretary. 

NINA MATULICH. 724-7971 


JUNE 23 - Board Meeting 

7 p.m. Ron Hill's home 

JULY 7 - ANNUAL BAR-B-Q 

Corralitos 
Doors open at 11 
Food Served at 1:30 


No Paper? 

If someone you know is not receiving the KALIFORNSK1, 
please let us know. We publish this for you. the member¬ 
ship, and would like each of you to have the opportunity 
to keep in touch with SACO. Contact us at Rapid Offset 
Printing. 22 East Lake Avenue, Watsonville. CA 95076 - 
(408)724-2900. 

Dale Skillicorn and Janet (Pelich) Justus-Skillicorn 


Support our advertisers. 
They help support SACO. 



or Bring a Prize 


Bring a Cake to 
the Annual BBQ 




Ann Backovich 
21 jefferson Street 
Watsonville, CA 95075 


DATED MATERIAL — Please Rush. 



















